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They turn,their heads to fea, their [terns to land. Dryd. 

2. Poll of management; direction. 

The king from Eltam I intend to fend. 

And lit at chic fell ftern of publick weal. Shakef H. VI. 

3. The hinder part of anything. 

She all at once her beaftly body raifed. 

With doubled forces high above the ground. 

Though wrapping up her wreathed [tern around. Fa. Queen. 

Stf.'rnage. n.f. [from ftern.'] The fteerage or ftern. Not 
ufed. 

Grapple your minds to fternage of this navy. 

And leave your England as dead midnight Hill. Shakefpeare. 

Ste'rnly. adj. [from ftern .] In a Hern manner; feverely ; 
truculently. 

Sternly he pronounc’d 

The rigid interdiction, Milton's Farad. Lojl. 

Yet lure thou art not, nor thy face the lame, 

•Nor thy limbs moulded in fo loft a frame; 

Thou look’ll more Jternly , do’ft more llrongly move, 

And more.of awe thou bear’ll, and lefs of love. Dryden. 

Ste'rnness. n.J.- [from /tern.] 

1. Severity of look. 

Of ftature huge, and eke of courage bold. 

That Ions of men amaz’d their flernnefs to behold. Spenfr. 

How would he look to fee his work fo noble 
Wildly bound up! or how 
Should I, in theie my borrow’d flaunts, behold 
The fteninefs of his prefence! Shakefpeare. 

2. Severity or harlhnefs of manners. 

I have flernnefs in my foul enough 
To hear of foldiers work. Drydcn's Cleomenes. 

Ste'rnon. n.J'. [r/fvov.] The breaft-bonc. 

A loldier was fhot in the brcall through the fternon. JViJeman. 

Sternuta'tion. n.f [ fternutatio, Latin. J The aCt of 
fneezing. 

Sternutation is a convulfive Ihaking of the nerves and muf- 
cles, firlt occalioned by an irritation of thofe in the noftrils. 

Quincy. 

Concerning fternutation , or fneezing, and the cuftom of 
faluting upon that motion, it is generally believed to derive its 
original from a difeafe wherein fternutation proved mortal, 
and fuch as fneezed died. Brown's Vulgar Errours. 

Sternu'tative. adj. [Jlernutatif, Fr. from fternuto, Latin.] 
Having the quality of fneezing. 

Sternu'tatory. n.f. [Jicrnutatcire, Fr. {tornfternuto, Lat.] 
Medicine that provokes to fneeze. 

Phyficians, in perfons near death, ufe fternutatcries , or fuch 
medicines as provoke unto fneezing; when if the faculty arife, 
and fternutation enfueth, they conceive hopes of life. Broivrt. 

Ste'ven. n.f. [j-eepen, Saxon.] Aery, or loud clamour. 

Ne fooner was out, but fwifter than thought, 

. Faft by the hide, the wolf Lowder caught; 

And had not RofFy renne to the fteven, 

Lowder had been flain thilke fame even. Spenfcr. 

To Stew. v. a. [eftuver ,French; ftoven, Dutch.] 

To fecth any thing in a flow moift heat. 

Ere I was rifen from the place, that Ihow’d 
My duty kneeling, came a reeking poll, 

Stew'd in his hafte, half brcathlefs. Shakefp. King Lear. 
I bruifed my fkin with playing at fword and dagger with a 
mailer of fence, three veneys for a dilh of ftew’d prunes. Shai. 

To Stew. v. n. To be feethed in a flow moift heat. 

Stew, n.f [eftuve, French; ftufa, Italian; ejtufa, Spanilh.] 

r. A bagnio; a hot-houfe. 

As burning TEtna from his boiling ftew 
Doth belch out flames, and rocks in pieces broke. 

And ragged ribs of mountains molten new, 

Enwrapt in coal-black clouds and filthy fmoke. Fa. Queen. 
The Lydians were inhibited by Cyrus to ufe any ar¬ 
mour, and give themfelvcs to baths and ftews. Abbot. 

2. A brothel; a houfe of proftitution. [This fignification is by 
fome imputed to this, that there were licenfcd brothels near 
the ftews or filhponds in Southwark; but probably ftew, like 
bagnio, took a bad fignification from bad ufe.] 

There be that hate harlots, and never were at the ftews ; that 
abhor fallhood, and never brake pVomife. Afcham. 

My bufinefs in this ftate 
Made me a looker-on here in Vienna, 

Where I have feen corruption boil and bubble, 

’T ill it o’er-run the ftew. Shakefpeare. 

With them there are no ftews, no diflolute houfes, no cur- 
tefans. Bacon's New Atlantis. 

Her, though feven years Ihe in the ftews had laid, 

A nunnery durft receive and think a maid 
And though in childbirth’s labour Ihe did lie, 

Midwives would fwear ’twerc but a tympany. Donne. 

What mod’rate fop would rake the park or ftews. 

Who among troops of faultlefs nymphs can chufe? Rofcom. 
Making his own houfe a ftews, a bordel, and a fchool of 
lewdnefs, to inftill the rudiments of vice into the unwary 
flexible years of his poor children. South's Sermons. 
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3. [Slowen , Dutch, to ftore.j 
filh are kept for the table. 

STE'WARD. n.f. [fripajib, Saxon.] 

1. One who manages the affairs of another. 

There fat yclad in red, 

Down to the ground, a comely perfonage. 

That in his hand a white rod managed; 

He fteward was, hight diet, ripe of age. 

And in demeanour fober, and in council fa^c. Fa 
Whilft I have gold, I’ll be his fteward ftiff. Shai 
Take on you the charge 
And kingly government of this your land; 

Not as protector, fteward , fubftitute, 

Or lowly factor for another’s gain. Shakef Richard III 
How is it that I hear this of thee ? Give an account of th ’ 
ftcwardlhip; for thou mayeft be no longer fteward. Lu x ? 

When a fteward defrauds his lord, he muft connive at "th* 
reft of the fervants while they are following the fame one 
tice. 5 7) 

What can be a greater honour than to be chofen one offfie 
ftewards and difpenfers of God’s bounty to mankind ? Wh 
can give a generous fpirit more complacency than to confute 
that great numbers owe to him, under God, their fubfiftence! 
and the good conduit of their lives ? e fj 

2. An officer of ftate. *' 

The duke of Suffolk is the firft, and claims 
To be high fteward. 

Stewardship, v. f. [ from fteward. ] The 
fteward. 

The carl of Worcefter 

Hath broke his ft a ft', refign’d his ftewardjhip. Shakefp. i?.II. 

Shew us the hand of God 

That hath difmifs’d us from our ftewardjhip. Slaiejpeare. 
If they are not employed to fuch purpofes, we are falfe tv 
our truft, and the ftewardjhip committed to us, and fhall be 
one day feverely accountable to God for it. Calamys Sermmi. 

Sti'bial. adj. [from Jtibiu/n, Latin.] Antimonial. 

The former depend upon a corrupt incinerated melancholy, 
and the latter upon an aduft ftibial or eruginousfulphur. Han. 

Sti'cados. n.f. [jitcadis, Latin.] An herb. Ainjmrih. 

Stick, n.f [picca, Saxon; ftcceo, Italian; feck, Dutch.] A 
piece of wood fmall and long. 

Onions as they hang will Ihoot forth, and fo will the herb 
orpin, with which in the country they trim their houfes, bind¬ 
ing it to a lath or fticl fet againft a wall. Bacon's Nat. Hijttry 
Some ftrike from claftiing flints their fiery feed, 

Some gather flicks the kindled flames to feed. Drjdcn, 

To STICK, v. a. preterite ftuck ; participle ^zS. ftuck. [ptican, 
Saxon.] To fallen on fo as that it may adhere. 

Two troops in fair array one moment Ihow’d; 

The next, a field with fallen bodies ftrow’d : 

The points of fpcars are ftuck within the Ihield, 

The ftceds without their riders fcour the field, 

The knights unhors’d. Dryden. 

Would our ladies, inftead of fticking on a patch againft 
their country, facrifice their necklaces againft the common 
enemy, what decrees ought not to be made in their fa- 
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vour ? 

Oh for fome pedant reign. 

Some gentle James to blefs the land again; 

To flick the doctor’s chair unto the throne. 

Give law to words, or war with words alone. 

To Stick. v. n. 

1. To adhere; to unite itfelf by its tenacity or penetrating 
power. 

I will caufe the filh of thy rivers to flick unto thy fcalcs. Ez. 

The green caterpillar breedeth in the inward parts of rote 
not blown, where the dew flicketh. Botm. 

Though the fword be put into the Iheath, we mull not iuf- 
fer it there to ruft, or flick fo faft as that wc Ihall not be able 
to draw it readily, when need requires. Raletff 

2. To be infeparable; to be united with any thing. Genera y 

in an ill fenfe. v 

Now does he feel , 

His fccret murthers fticking on his hands. Shakefp• Mac t. • 

He is often Higmatized with it, as a note of iniamy, wjti 
by him whilft the world lafteth. 

In their quarreds they proceed to calling names, tu J 
light upon one that is fure to ftick. 

3. T o reft upon the memory painfully. , . 

The going away of that which had ftaid fo long, dot ) 
ftick with me! Bacon's Natural HijW 

4. To Hop; tolofemotion. 

I Ihudder at the name! 

My blood runs backward, and my faultTing ton :PJ 5 . 

Sticks at the found. Smith’s Pbadra and Hip! 


To refill emiffion. 

Wherefore could I not pronounce amen t 
I had moft need of blefling, and amen 
Stuck in my throat. 
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~ h,. ronftant; to adhere with firmnefs. 

• T The knave will ftick by thee, I can affure thee that: h«r w<H 
. u .mic bred Shakefpeare s Henry J v . 

coSns a J*** fan .0 Chrill, when d* Chrif- 
.i» prnfdTion is P i *£ the feco„«l a W 

as he rofe, to a new Chnft^ FT . 
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To be trou blefome by adhering. , • • ■ . 

I am fatibfied to trifle away mv time, rather than let it JtiU 
* Popes Letters. 

by me- , . „ 

fi To remain ; not to be loir. , 

Proverbial fentenccs arc formed into a verfe, whereby they 

ftick upon the memory. a1ts ' 

To dwell upon ; not to forfake. 

If the matter be knotty, the mind muft flop and buckle to 
it and ftick upon it with' labour and thought, and not leave 
it’’till it has maftered the difficulty. Locke. 

' Every man, befides occafional affetlions, has beloved ttu- 
dies which the mind will more r:\ok\yftick to. Locke. 

To caufe difficulties or fctuple. 

This is the difficulty that flicks with the moft reafonablc 
of thofe who, from confcience, refufe to join with the Revo¬ 
lution. *W'- 

11. Tofcruple; to hefitate. 

It is a good point of cunning for a man to Ihape the anfwer 
he would have in his own words and propofitions; for it makes 
the other party ftick the lcfs. _ Bacon. 

The church of Rome, under pretext of expofition of Scrip¬ 
ture, doth not ftick to add and alter. Bacon. 

Rather than impute our mi Carriages to our own corruption, 
wc do not Jlick to arraign providence itfelf. L’Ejirange. 

Every one without hefitation fuppofes eternity, and flicks 
not toaferibe infinity to duration. Locke. 

T hat two bodies cannot be in the fame place is a truth 
that no body any more flicks at, than at this maxim, that it is 
impoffible for the fame thing to be, and not to be. Locke. 

To ftick at nothing for the publick intereil is reprefented as 
the refined part of the Venetian wifdom. Addifon on Italy. 

Some ftick not to (ay, that the parfon and attorney forged a 
will. Arbuthnot. 

12. To be Hopped; to be unable to proceed. 

If we Ihould fail. 

-We fail! 

But fciew your courage to the fticking place, 

And we’ll not fail. Shakejpeare's Macbeth. 

They never doubted the commons; but heard all ftuck in 
the lords houfe, and defired the names of thofe who hindered 
the agreement between the lords and commons. Clarendon. 
He threw: the trembling weapon pafs’d l 

Through nine bull-hides, each under other plac’d C 

On his broad Ihield, and ftuck within the laft. Dryden. J 

13. To be embarraffed ; to be puzzled. 

Where they Jtick, they are not to be farther puzzled by 
putting them upon finding it out themfelvcs. Locke. 

They will ftick long at part of a demonftration, for want of 
pcrceivirg the connexion of two ideas, that, to one more 
exercifed, is as vifible as any thing. Locke. 

Souls a little more capacious can take in the connexion of 
a few propofitions; but if the chain be prolix, here they Jtick 
and are confounded. IVattss Improvement of the Mind. 

14. To Stick cut. To be prominent with deformity. 

His flefli is confirmed awiy that it cannot be feen, and his 
bones that were not feen ftick out. Job xxxiii. 21. 

J 1 ;- To Stick out. To be unemployed. 

1 0 Stick, v. a [prician, Saxon ; fte'r.cr., Dutch.] 

*• To flab; to pierce with a pointed inftrument. 

The Heruli, when their old kindred fell fick, ftuck them 
with a dagger. _ Grew. 

2. I o nx upon a pointed body. 

3- I o fatten by transfixion. 

Her death ! 

111 Hand betwixt: it firfl Ihall pierce my heart: 

We will he ftuck together on his dart. Dryd. Tyran. Love. 

4 - * o fet with fomething pointed. 

A lofty pile they rear; 

T he fabrick’s front with eyprefs twi.s they ftrew, 

^ And ftick the fides with boughs of baleful yew. Drvden 

AJM,c *•*»« ^ 

* 1 o take part with one fide or other. 

fortune, as Ihe's wont, turn’d fickle, 

ri A 1'. _ .1 r 1 *. 


And for the foe began to jiieile. 
} (> c °ntfeft; to altercate; to con 
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than vehemence. 

Y Ct them g0 t0>t ’ and fickle, 
icther a conclave, or a conventicle. 
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Herald: fickle, who got who, 

So many hundred years ago. Hudmas. 

3. To trim; to play faft and loofe; to a«ft a part between op 

P °When he fees half of the Chriftians killed, and the reft in 
a fa r way of being routed, lie ftickles betwixt the remainder ot 
God’s hoft and the race of fiends. Dryden's Juv Valuation. 

StiTklebag. n.f. [Properly Jlitklebacky from ftick, to prick.] 
The fmalleft of frelh-water filh. . . , , 

A little filh called a fiicklthag, without feales, hath l«s body 
fenced with fcverrtl prickles. ^ “ ton s Angus. 

Sticki.fr. n.f. [fro mfickle.] 

x. A fidefman to fencers; a l'econd to a ducllift; one who Hands 

to judge a combat. , . . . 

Baldius came to part them, the ftieller's authority being un¬ 
able to perfuadc cholerick hearers; and part them he dm. uidn. 

Baiilius, the judge, appointed ftickiers and trumpet^, 
•whom the others Ihould obey. Sidney. 

Our former chiefs, like ftickiers oi the war, 

Firft fought t' inflame the parties, then to poife: 

The quarrel lov’d, but did the caufe abhor; 

And did not ftrike to hurt, but made a noile. Dryden. 

2. An obftinate contender about any thing. 

Qiiercctanus, though the grand fttckler for the trxa pnwa-y 
has this concefficn of the irrefolublenefs of diamonds. Boy-e. 

The inferior tribe of common women have, in moft reigns, 
been the profefled Jtieklers for fuch as have acted againft the 
true intereft of the nation. Addifn s Freeholder. 

The toryor high church clergy‘were the grezteR ftieklirs 
againft the exorbitant proceedings of king James II. Swift. 

All place themfelvcs in the lift oi the national church, 
though they are great jtieklers for liberty ot confidence. Swift. 

Sti'cky. adj. [from ftick.] Vifcous; adhefive; glutinous. 

Herbs which laft longeft are thofe of ftrong fmell and with 
a ftichy ftalk. Bacons Natural HiJloHy. 

STI i' F. adj [p-iy, Saxon ; ftiff, Danilh; ftyf, Swedilh; Jtifur, 
Iflandick; ftijf, Dutch ] 

1. Rigid; inflexible; refilling flexure; not flaccid; not limber; 
not cafily flexible; not pliant. 

They rifing on Jliff pinions tower 

The mid aerial Iky. Milton. 

The glittering robe 

Hung floating loofe, or JtiJf with mazy gold. Thomfon. 

2. Not foft; not giving way; not fluid; not eafily yielding to 
the touch. 

Still lefs and lefs my boiling fpirits flow; 

And I grow ftijf as cooling metals do. Dryd. Indian Emp. 

Mingling with that oily liquor, they were wholly incorpo¬ 
rate, and fo grew more Jtijf and firm, making but one fub- 
ftancc. Burnet's Tbt.ry of the Earth. 

3. Strong; not eafily refilled. 

On a ftiff gale 

The Theban fwan extends his wings. Denham. 

4. Hardy ; ftubborn ; not eafily fubdued. 

How ftiff is my vile fenfe. 

That I Hand up, and have ingenious feeling 

Of my huge forrows! Better I were diftraift ! Shakefpeare. 

5. Obftinate; pertinacious. 

We neither allow unmeet nor purpofe the ftiff defence of 
any unncceflary cullom heretofore received. Flooker. 

Yield to others when there is caufe; but it is a Ihame to 
Hand ftiff in a foolilh argument. Taylor. 

A war enfues, the Cretans own their caufe. 

Stiff to defend their hofpitable laws. Dryden. 

6. Harlh; not written with cafe; conftrained. 

7. Formal; rigorous in certain ceremonies; not difengaged in 
behaviour; ftarchcd ; afiedlcd. 

The French are open, familiar, and talkative ; the Italians 
ftff, ceremonious, and referved. Addifon on Italy. 

8. In Shakefpeare it feems to mean llrongly maintained, or af- 
ferted with good evidence. 

Shakefpeare. 


C'.caveland. 


This is ftiff news. 

ToSti'ffen. v. a. [yripian, Saxon ] 

1. Fo make ftifF; to make inflexible ; to make unpliant. 

When the blaft of war blows in our ears. 

Stiffen the linews, fummon up the blood, 

Dilguifc fair nature with hard favour’d rage. Shakef. H. V. 
He J tiffined his neck, and hardened his heart from turning 
unto the Lord. 2 Chron. xxxvi. 13". 

The poor, by them difrobed, naked lie. 

Veil’d with no other covering but the Iky; 

Expos’d- to ftiff ning frofts, and drenching Ihowers, 

Which thicken’d air from her black bolbm pours. Sandy c. 
Her eye* grow ftiffin'd, and withfulphur burn. Dtyden. 

2. To make obftinate. 

Her ftff' ning grief. 

Who faw her children flaughrer’d all at oncC, 

Was dull to mine. Dryden end Lee. 

To Sti FFEN. V. n. 

I. To grow Hid'; to grow rigid ; to become unpliant. 

Aghaft, aftonifh’d, and ftruck dumb with fear, 

I flood ; hke briftles rofe mv ftiff'ning hair. Dryden. 

*5 F ' Fix’d 
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